
Civil War History and 
Memories Abound

in local communities



John Gass home –
built in 1800 along 
present-day White 
House Road – site 
of many slave 
auctions Wooden Block 

where slaves 
would stand 

during auction

one of slave 
quarters on Gass 

property

Legacy of Slavery

from home……



….to church

old brick field near Abigail 
Hardin home on Old 
Cemetery Road, where 
slaves burned the bricks for 
Hardins Chapel

New Bethel Church, built in 1858, on 
Cox Road off Rogersville Highway, 
has a  galley in the back where the 
slaves
sat.



site of the Kidwell House near Cross 
Anchor – home burned about 1978-9; 
during the Civil War it was used as a

headquarters when 
different armies 
camped nearby, 
such as in the 
Cross Anchor 
Valley where 
General Ambrose 
Burnside’s army 
was sometimes 
camped.

Where Soldiers Stayed



Cross Anchor 
Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church 
and surrounding 

valley

Federal troops using the church 
building while camping in the 
valley accidentally set it on fire, 
making it necessary for the 
current church to be built in 
1876.



Gass Valley

Morgan Ridge

Following the defeat of Gen. 
Morgan, part of his men 
escaped through the Gass 
Valley, stopping to steal 
horses, destroy tobacco 
crops, and attempt to take a 
young Sam Harrold and Bose 
Hardin into the service until 
Mother Harrold convinced 
them that the boys weren’t 
old enough to be soldiers.

After the retreat of the soldiers, the 
people of the Valley, strong Unionists, 
took to referring to Morgan Ridge the  
Morgan’s Defeat.

In 1864 Gen. Longstreet’s men 
camped in the Gass Valley.



Local Cemeteries are a Resting Place for Many Civil War 
Veterans

Oliver Hardin, Private, Company A, 4th Tennessee Infantry Volunteer 
Regiment, Apr. 6, 1863-Aug. 2, 1865

“36 years old, 6’0”, fair complexion, gray 
eyes, dark hair, a farmer”

Oliver Hardin home

Hardins Chapel UMC



William Swatzell, a former Sunday School teacher at Hardins Chapel, 
was in the Union Army, captured, and a prisoner of war at 
Andersonville.  When it became obvious that he was going to die there, 
he wrote home asking his Confederate father-in-law to rear his children 
and instructing him on the preacher he wanted for the funeral and other 
details.  His father-in-law, Absolem Thompson, honored his requests 
and raised his children as his own.



Sparling Bowman Harmon, 
Private, Company A, 4th

Tennessee Regiment, Jan. 
27, 1863 – Aug. 2, 1865; 
“38 years old, black hair, 
black eyes, a farmer”

Mount Vernon UMC

Robert L. Harmon, musician, 
Company A, 4th Tennessee Regiment 



Cpr. W.B. Fulks, Co. 
A, 3rd Tenn. Mounted 
Infantry

Phillip 
Willett, Co. B. 8th

Tennessee Calvary

Old Kidwell’s 
Cemetery

Elisha Cox, Private, Company D, 
8th Tenn. Regiment, Mar. 15, 1863 
– July 3, 1865; “25 years old, 5’8”, 
fair complexion, blue eyes, light 
hair, a farmer”



Isaac Foster, Co. I, 1st

Tenn. Calvary
Hugh Key, Co. F, 7th Tenn. 

Mounted Infantry. My great-
great-great-grandfather

C    A
r     n
o     c
s     h
s     o

r

Joseph A. Foster, Co. A, 4th Tenn. 
Regiment, private, Aug., 1, 1863-Aug. 
2, 1865, “43 years old, 5’10”, dark 
complexion, blue eyes, dark hair, a 
farmer. My great-great-great-
grandfather



John Harrison Foshee, private, Co. B, 
8th Tenn. Infantry Regiment.

My great-great-great-grandfather was 
only enrolled a short time until his father 
found out where he was and brought him 
home because he’d lied about being old 
enough to serve.  He did keep his 
Springfield rifle. 



New Bethel Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church

Peter Reynolds, 
Company A, 3rd Tenn. 
Mounted Infantry



A fraternal organization of 
Union Veterans from the 
1880’s to early 1900’s.

Notice the GAR star in the 
upper left hand corner of the 
tombstone of David A. Gass, 
Company A, 4th Tennessee 
Volunteer Infantry, from 
Cross Anchor Cemetery.

Grand Army of the 
Republic



Grand Army of the Republic 
Medal that belonged to Valentine 

Britton, Sgt., Company G, 4th

Tenn. Volunteer Regiment.
Tombstone is at Cross Anchor.
He was my great-great-great-

grandfather.

Sgt. Valentine Britton, Co. G, 4th

Tenn. Inf., “25 years old, 5’9”, 
fair complexion, blue eyes, light 
hair, a farmer



Local Stories from the War

The Reb Woods near Old Kidwell’s 
Cemetery, got its name from an old 
house, long since gone, of a local 
Confederate, possibly Absolem 

Thompson.

Fred Foshee house sits on the site of 
an earlier house that had a bullet 

lodged in one door when 
bushwhackers were trying to kill 
Cornelius Johnson for stealing 
horses.  He was later caught by 
them, whipped with thorns, shot 

dead, and his body left on the frozen 
ground.
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