
The first seven verses of this chapter are difficul t, to say the least, and have several 
possible ways of being understood.  Let’s just look  at them all at once and then see 

how we could take them apart . 
 
 
Ge 6:1 ¶ And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, 
and daughters were born unto them, 
 2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took 
them wives of all which they chose. 
 3 ¶ And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 
 4 ¶ There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of 
God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same be-
came mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 
 5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
 6 ¶ And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him 
at his heart. 
 
The difficulty comes when we try to decide which of those verses are separate thoughts and which 

belong together. 
Thought 1 – Men began to multiply 

Thought 2 – the Sons of God liked the daughters of men and married whoever they wanted to 
Thought 3 – God said that His Spirit won’t always strive with men, only for 120 more years. 

Thought 4 – There were giants in the land 
Thought 5 – the Sons of God and the daughters of men had children, the men of renown. 

Thought 6 – God saw the man’s wickedness was great and that he only thought of evil 
Thought 7 – God was hurt and sorry that he made mankind 

Thought 8 – God decided to wipe out everything. 
This is so complicated that I don’t even want to try to tackle it, but we will anyway. 

 
How you divide up those verses depends on how you answer the following questions: 

Question 1 – does this passage consist of statements of face and statements regarding the evil of 
mankind or does it deal entirely with the evil of mankind? 

Question 2 – who were the Sons of God? 
Question 3 – who were the children of the Sons of God and the daughters of men? 

One possible way to interpret this passage is as follows: 
The Sons of God were fallen angels who took human form and married human women and had gi-
ants who became famous rulers and helped to corrupt and make even more evil the world until God 

had to destroy their civilization. 
Verses 1,2,4 and 5 express this thought. 

Another possible way to interpret it is as follows: 
The Sons of God were men from the righteous line of Seth who carelessly intermarried with the evil 

line of Cain and had bad children until everything got so bad that God had to destroy the world. 
Yet another possible way to interpret it is as follows: 

The Sons of God were the rulers of the civilization who sinned by the law that they got to go to bed 
first with any woman who was getting married.  Their children carried on this and even worse cus-

toms until civilization got so bad that God had to destroy it. 
Verses 1,2,4 and 5 go together and we’ll not worry about what it means about the giants. 
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Still yet another possible way to interpret it is as follows: 
The Sons of God the righteous men of the age who married and had children who also be-

came the spiritual giants of their day.  It was despite their lives and example that the world became 
increasingly bad until God decided to destroy it.  

Verses 1,2 and 4 go together, but are separate from the verses about the evil of mankind.    
Still yet another possible way to interpret it is as follows: 

The Sons of God the righteous men of the age who married and had children who also became the 
men of renown.  It was despite their lives and example that the world became increasingly bad un-

til God decided to destroy it.  
 

The fact that there were literal giants doesn’t have anything to do with their offspring. 
Verses 1,2 and 4b go together, but are separate from verses 3, 5,6 and 7 about the evil of man-

kind.  Verse 4a about the giants is either just a separate fact or given as an indication of the evil in 
the land, since giants are seldom godly or jolly.  Ho.Ho.Ho. or green  

There’s other interpretative difficulties up ahead, so let’s keep moving…… 
There are three tangled webs of expository and scho larly thought in this verse centered 

around “strive,” “man,” and “120 years 
Question 1: 

Who is being talked about here: 
1) mankind in general 

or  
2) our old friend Adam 

The text could go either way.  Usually it’s translated as man or mankind, but it is possible to trans-
late it as Adam, the first man, which would give the verse a special sadness because it would imply 

that Adam who had lived with God had himself turned to idols and evil and would be given 120 
years to repent before he died.  That’s not the general consensus, but it is a remote possibility. 

Question 2: 
What’s the 120 years referring to: 

1) mankind’s diminished lifespan in the future 
or  

2) how long God’s spirit would continue striving to bring about repentance? 
 

People lived a lot longer than 120 years after this statement was made in verse 3. The first person 
to die at 120 was Moses himself, so is the years a lifespan or the time before the flood? 

Question 3: 
What does it mean that the Spirit is “striving”: 

1) God’s spirit is living in the midst of the peopl e 
or  

2) God’s spirit is being grieved by the people 
or 

3) God’s spirit is striving to bring about repentan ce in the people  
or 

4) Strive actually means to abide as we would say t hat we can’t abide something so God’s 
Spirit will only abide or put up with mankind for 1 20 years. 

How you answer question 3 depends on whether you’re a good Armenian or a strong Calvinist. 
If you’re a good Armenian, usually United Methodist, Free Will Baptist, or any of the varieties of 

Holiness, then any of the four translations will be acceptable. 
But if you’re a strong Calvinist, typically Presbyterian or Lutheran, then you cannot accept #3 that 

striving means that God’s Spirit will strive to bring about repentance for another 120 years. 
Here’s how the strong Calvinist would reason against God’s Spirit striving in verse 3: 
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1) Our ability to respond to God is completely dead from original sin. 
2) We cannot respond to God’s call until the Holy Spirit awakens that ability in us. 

3) Since God has predestined who will be saved, He will only send the Spirit to quicken those per-
sons (having their spirits “born again”). 

4) The Spirit’s call to salvation cannot be resisted because: 
a) God is perfect in power and control and if He says through His Spirit that you’re to be saved, then 

you will be saved; and, 
b) Salvation is the free gift of grace.  If the decision were left up to us, then it would be dependent 

upon our will and action and would no longer be free but would be based upon the “works” of our de-
ciding to accept it. 

5) Since the Spirit cannot be resisted, then the Spirit would not have to strive with mankind to repent 
because mankind would not be able to say no; and, 

6) Since mankind did not repent and was destroyed, then obviously the Spirit was not calling them to 
salvation or they would have responded.  

Here’s how a good Armenian would respond to that line of reasoning: 
1) Our ability to respond to God is completely dead from original sin. 

Although the image of God was terribly marred by the fall and we all bear the guilt of Adam’s sin, 
there is some type of spark or resemblance of that image left, although we do believe that we are 

dead in our sins until our salvation 
2) We cannot respond to God’s call until the Holy Spirit awakens that ability in us. 

Probably. 
3) Since God has predestined who will be saved, He will only send the Spirit to quicken those per-

sons (having their spirits “born again”). 
The Bible does say that God has foreordained or predestined some people for salvation, but we see 
that not so much as His choice but more as his perfect foreknowledge of how we will respond to His 

call and how he has worked out His divine plan in accordance to that knowledge. 
 

4) The Spirit’s call to salvation cannot be resisted because: 
a) God is perfect in power and control and if He says through His Spirit that you’re to be saved, then 

you will be saved; and, 
b) Salvation is the free gift of grace.  If the decision were left up to us, then it would be dependent 

upon our will and action and would no longer be free but would be based upon the “works” of our de-
ciding to accept it. 

We believe that salvation, while a free gift of grace, is a decision that we must make as part of our 
God-given free will.  We can resist the Spirit’s call and eventually the Spirit will stop calling. 

 
While we’re on the subject, that’s also the difference of interpretation between once saved, always 
saved and losing one’s salvation.  The strong Calvinist believes that you can’t lose your salvation 

since you had no choice in accepting it.  If you don’t persist in the Christian discipline, then he’d say 
that you were never saved in the first place.  The good Armenian would say that while you can’t lose 
your salvation in the sense that you have God’s guarantee that it can’t be taken away by anything, 
you can choose to give it away since you do have the free will to continue to accept it by living the 

Christian discipline or to reject it and go your own way. 
A middle-ground between the two is backsliding or losing your heavenly reward or losing or reducing 

your level of sanctification.  In this view your salvation is secure (although you can throw it away) 
and isn’t threatened by the occasional sin and slip, although backsliding is usually considered a 

more consistent slip.  That, the middle-grounders say, is what Paul meant when he talked about be-
ing careful in running the race lest he be disqualified. 

A middle-ground between the two is backsliding or losing your heavenly reward or losing or reducing 
your level of sanctification.  In this view your salvation is secure (although you can throw it away) 
and isn’t threatened by the occasional sin and slip, although backsliding is usually considered a 
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more consistent slip.  That, the middle-grounders say, is what Paul meant when he talked 
about being careful in running the race lest he be disqualified. 

If you want to believe in once saved, always saved but also recognize that many so-called Chris-
tians don’t live like it, then you come up with something called a carnal Christian, which is defined 
as a saved Christian who is living a worldly (sinful) life.  His salvation is secure because of eternal 
security, but he’s throwing away his heavenly reward and settling for far less than his earthly life is 
supposed to be.  We have a book about that in the library by Tony Evans called “Returning to Your 

First Love.”   Whether you accept the idea of carnal Christians or not, it still makes for good and 
challenging reading. 

 
5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
 
This is one of those verses that’s sometimes quoted  to show how sinful and corrupt and 
spiritual dead we are, but it should be remembered that we’re not talking about us here, this 
verse is talking about the people of that day who w ere worse than we are. 
I can say that because we’ve not been judged yet, a nd later in Genesis God will tell Abra-
ham that the conquest of the Promised Land will not  happen for a few hundred years be-
cause it will be that long before the wickedness of  the people in the land will be ready for 
judgment.  
 
 6 ¶ And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved 
him at his heart. 
 

Some people have problems with this verse, wonderin g how a perfect God could have 
negative emotions like grief and jealousy and anger . They also wonder how a perfect God 

can have human emotions and if He is a Spirit, how does He have a heart or hands or arms 
or fingers or other humanlike qualities. 

Others ask how a perfect God could repent, since to  repent usually means to change ones’ 
mind and if He changes His mind then He was wrong a bout something and if He was wrong 

then He can’t be perfect, right?  And if He changes  His mind then he changes and if He 
changes then he’s not the same forever, right? 

They might also point to the verses that says that God doesn’t repent, or change, such as Deuter-
onomy and I Samuel.  But there’s also verses talking about God repenting or something repenting 

God. 
Remember that we’ve said that Hebrew is a fairly uncomplicated language in which the same word 

may stand for many different things? 
 

The word translated repent has different meanings: 
In addition to our usual definition of turning from our evil or our sin, it may also mean to comfort 
somebody, and it may also mean to cause sorrow, so for it to repenteth God that he made man 
may mean that it has caused him sorrow.  It may also mean a change of action or direction. “We 

were headed north, then we repented and went south”  So when God repents, it’s not that he 
changes or he was mistaken, it just indicated a change of action.   Until now he was waiting in pa-
tient mercy but now that the evil of mankind was complete the time had fully come, to borrow the 

NT phrase, for a change of action. 
Our old friend Stephen Charnuck who wrote a monster of a book called the Existence and Attrib-

utes of God a few hundred years ago, has some clarifying thoughts on our subject at hand. 
He said that God is described in human physical and emotional terms because He is so far beyond 
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our ability to comprehend that he must explain himself in simple terms just as we speak simply 
to a small child.  He added that the verses that seem to indicate a change in God, such as His 

becoming angry or His changing His mind about some punishment is somewhat of an illusion. 
He says that God’s character and reactions are always the same and predictable.  He always 

hates sin; He always is anxious to forgive; He must always judge sin because He is righteous; He 
always loves the humble and resists the proud, etc. 

What changes isn’t God and his reaction to us, what changes is our actions and our standing be-
fore him.  If we sin, then He hates the sin and must judge it, but if we repent then He will forgive 
and forget.  The way he phrased it in the book is that the same sun that melts the ice also hard-
ens the clay.  The sun itself is unchanged; whether or not it is a heat that melts or one that hard-
ens depends on the nature of the object being heated, not of the source of the heat.  Pretty deep, 

huh? 
 
 
 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. 
 8 ¶ But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 
 9 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his gen-
erations, and Noah walked with God. 
 
Just – ����������������  - tsad-deek' – opposite of wicked, righteous 

Perfect – �������������������� - taw-meem'  - entirely moral, without blemish, upr ight 
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	�� haw-lak‘ el-o-heem' – walked with God – walked cont inually before, walked in 
communion with, be at the same place with, etc.  
 
 10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
 11 ¶ The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 
 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth. 
 13 ¶ And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth 
is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
 14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt 
pitch it within and without with pitch. 
 15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall 
be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cu-
bits. 
 16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; 
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and 
third stories shalt thou make it. 
 

With all those animals in there doing what animals do, I believe I’d want a window, too 
 
 17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the 
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earth shall die. 
 18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 
 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the 
ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. 
 20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of 
the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 
 

He’s going to be given some additional instructions  about the animals later.  Hopefully 
you’ll remember that this additional details or mor e complete account given after a basic 

overview is one of the typical literary devices of Moses’ day. 
But notice the fine print toward the end of the ver se….Noah didn’t have to go out and col-

lect all those animals and insects and creepy crawl y things….the verse says that they 
would come to him. 

 
 21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to 
thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 
 
But he does have to build the boat and collect all the grub.  That should keep him busy for 
a while. 
 
 22 ¶ Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he. 
 

Wonder what the ark looked like? 
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Taken from “Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps, and Time Lines” as found 
in your fine church library 
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